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UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business Jumps 15 Spots to Rank 36th Among America’s Best MBA Schools
Merage School Shows Largest Increase in Rank, Tying with Boston University
Irvine, CA – (April 15, 2010) – The Full-Time MBA program at UC Irvine’s Paul Merage School of Business leaped forward 15 spots to take 36th place on U.S. News and World Report’s 2011 annual ranking of America’s Best Graduate Schools. The Merage School’s Executive MBA and Fully-Employed MBA programs both ranked in the top 25 nationally among part-time business school programs, with the EMBA program ranking 23rd and FEMBA program ranking 24th.  
 “This is exciting news and an affirmation of the success of the initiatives we have set into place over the last few years to enhance our program to better meet the demands and expectations of our business community,” said Andy Policano, dean of The Paul Merage School of Business. “Our vision is to be recognized among the top public university research-based business schools in the country. Clearly, we continue to be one of those top schools.”
The Merage School ranked first in the nation for employment of its MBA graduates three months after graduation, with 91.7% of its Class of 2009 accepting positions. 
“This has been a very difficult economy for graduates of business schools across the country,” said Tom Kozicki, executive director of the Merage School MBA Career Center. “But we’ve attracted talented, experienced, and tenacious students who proved they could succeed even in the face of the current economic challenges. We’ve been impressed with our students and corporate recruiters who have partnered with us and who are key to the Merage School earning the number one slot.”
In addition to the top employment slot, the Merage School ranked 16th among public university business schools, 19th in the nation for GPA, 23rd for acceptance rate, 29th for employment at graduation, and 33rd for GMAT entrance scores.
“As a leading business school, we expect to remain in the Top 50 as we continue to define our vision and differentiate our programs, and graduate business leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through strategic innovation,” said Dean Policano. “Through input from our corporate partners, we’re continually focused on the caliber of students we’re bringing into the program and we’ve enhanced our curriculum with a keen eye toward strategic innovation and global competitiveness which helps to set our graduates apart in the job market.”  
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About the Methodology 
Each year, U.S. News ranks professional-school programs in business, education, engineering, law, and medicine. These rankings are based on two types of data: expert opinions about program quality and statistical indicators that measure the quality of a school's faculty, research, and students. These data come from surveys of more than 1,200 programs and some 12,400 academics and professionals that were conducted in fall 2009.  The part-time MBA ranking was based on surveys of over 300 business schools conducted in fall 2009.  More detail on the report and methodology can be found at www.usnews.com.


About The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine

The Paul Merage School of Business at UC Irvine offers four dynamic MBA programs – plus PhD and undergraduate business degrees – that deliver its thematic approach to business education: sustainable growth through strategic innovation. It graduates leaders with the exceptional ability to help grow their organizations through analytical decision-making, innovation and collaborative execution. In-class and on-site experiences with real-world business problems give students the edge needed to help companies compete in today’s global economy. 

Six Centers of Excellence and an Executive Education program provide numerous and varied opportunities for students and the business community at large to enhance their education experience and update their professional expertise. While the Merage School is relatively young, it has quickly grown to consistently rank among the top 10% of all AACSB-accredited programs through exceptional student recruitment, world-class faculty, a strong alumni network and close individual and corporate relationships. For more information visit the website at merage.uci.edu.
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